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Tax Loans For Refunds & Payments
Getting a tax refund?  How lucky are you?  Want to get it faster?  Then come in and 
apply for a tax loan and start enjoying your refund immediately.  Don’t pay to get a fast 
refund.  Simply get a tax refund loan from BPFCU. 

Having to pay taxes this year?  Join the crowd.  But we can help.  We have signature loans 
that you can use to pay your tax bill - federal income or property taxes.  

With tax time right around the corner and whether you prefer to self-prepare your return 
or work with a tax professional, a BPFCU tax loan may be the solution for you.  

EMPLOYee 
Anniversaries

We are pleased to 
announce BPFCU 

employees that are 
celebrating employment 
anniversaries this quarter. 

JaNUaRY
Lacee Helton

1 year

FEBRUaRY
Korey Sechrist

3 years

Sandra Burton
1 year

Kathy Callis
1 year

Pam Henry
1 year

Trinity Rogers
1 year

MARCH
None

Board Of Directors  
 Election
On the meeting agenda for the Annual Meeting 
is election of members to the BPFCU Board 
of Directors.  The Board recently appointed 
a Nominating Committee to present a slate of candidates for election.  This 
Committee was made up of Kimery McKaskle, Chairperson, E O G Resources, Inc. 
and Lynn Williams, Jr., Committee Member, Aspen Technologies.  Together they 
interviewed and reviewed the quali�cations of potential candidates for positions 
on the Board in accordance with the nominating process as speci�ed in the Credit 
Union's bylaws.  The individuals listed below have been nominated to �ll three 
positions on the BPFCU Board of Directors for 3 year terms:

Bill Mills, BP 
Bill joined Amoco in Houston as an exploration geologist in June of 1979 after 
graduating form the University of Missouri-Columbia.  He joined BP in 1982 
where he has spent his career in a variety exploration and �eld development 
assignments. Currently, he is the New Wells Delivery Team Leader on the Thunder 
Horse Development. Bill has been a BP Credit Union member since 1980 and a 
board member since 1999.

Brent Hill, BP
A BPFCU member since 2007,  Brent has served as an Advisory Director for the 
credit union for the last several years and attends all BPFCU Board Meetings. Brent 
worked on the BP Payroll and Projects Team as an employee of Hewitt Associated 
from 2003 - 2007.  He joined BP in 2007 as a part of the HR Operations Department.  
Prior to moving to Houston he was with Associated Home Equity Services in Dallas.  
He holds a BBA in Finance from Texas Tech University.

Roger Golden, BP 
After obtaining a business management degree, Roger spent 26 years with Amoco 
in a variety of business roles, and is currently employed by BP in the Information 
Technology & Services organization. Roger has been a member of the credit union 
for over twenty years.  He �rst joined the board of directors in 1998, and served as 
the board chairman for six years

The Board is made up of  volunteers who serve without compensation.  



Tips On   	     Buying A 
Used Vehicle
It's a great time to buy a late model pre-owned 
vehicle.  The dealership inventories are much 
larger for used vehicles than new and prices 
have been falling.  Plus, buying a used car means 
you don't have to get hit with the automatic 
depreciation which occurs the minute you drive 
a new car off the lot.  One thing to remember, 
fuel-efficient used vehicles are still holding their 
price but are generally lower in price than similar 
new models if you negotiate wisely. 

Here are some basic guidelines to help you along the way in the used car buying process:
• 	 Check the vehicle's history records prior to purchasing.  Simply write down the car's VIN 

number and the manufacturer's 17 digit serial number usually visible through the windshield 
on the driver's side of the car.  With this information go online to carfax.com.  A report on a 
single vehicle costs about $25 and checking on up to 10 different vehicles is about $30.  It will 
be money well spent especially in this "buyer beware" market.

• 	 Take the vehicle you are interested in buying to a trusted mechanic for a thorough inspection.  
• 	 If you decide to do the inspection yourself, look for these type things:
		  -  Door and hood opening joints line up.  If they don't, it could be a sign this vehicle was  	

	  wrecked or damaged
		  -  Check the oil.  If it is black and thick, it's a sign this vehicle has not been maintained 
		   properly.
		  -  Check the tire tread for uneven wear which could indicate an alignment problem.
		  -  Always test drive the vehicle and look for smoke coming from the engine compartment  	

	  or exhaust pipe.
		  -  Do you hear knocking or creaking noises when going over bumps?  This could indicate 
		   a problem with the suspension.
		  -  Drive the vehicle far enough so you can estimate it's miles per gallon.  It's surprising but
		   often a slightly larger vehicle will get as good or better mileage than a smaller one.
		  -  After the test drive park the vehicle for a while and then check for oil spots under the car.
		  -  Never buy a vehicle without an inspection sticker.  If the dealer or individual wants to  	

	  sell you the vehicle then they should first have it inspected by a state inspection center.

Get Pre-approved & Shop With Confidence
One very important thing to do before you even start car shopping 
- get pre-approved at BPFCU.  That way you'll know exactly how 
much car you can afford and can negotiate the best price with 
confidence. If you don't get the price you want you can walk away 
and stop at the next dealership knowing you already have the financing lined 
up. Also, remain wary of any attempt by the dealer to "steer" you to another 
financing source - generally this is for their benefit and not yours.
 

Page five    Page six  



Spring Travel Plans?  
Take Us Along.
Planning a ski trip or perhaps taking the kids 
somewhere on Spring Break?  Don't forget to pack 
your BPFCU credit card for the trip.  It's the perfect trip 
companion and probably the only one that will be 
saving you money while traveling.

If you don't yet have one of our credit cards, now's the 
time to apply so you'll have it available for your trip - 
even if it's your next trip shopping or to the store.

We offer MasterCard Platinum - all with the benefits 
and money-saving features you deserve. 

More Traveling That Includes Service
If you're around town, around the state or the world, 
BPFCU is always near by.  

• 	 Our 24/7 Online Banking services puts you as 
close to your money as the nearest computer with 
internet access.

• 	 Use your BPFCU check card for instant access to 
your checking funds

• 	 Worldwide ATMs keep you close to your money
• 	 Over 3,500 Credit Union Service centers 

nationwide where you can get cash, cash checks 
make balance inquires and transfers and even 
make loan payments. 

For the nearest location to your travel route or 
destination go to cuservicecenter.com.  All you need is 
your BPFCU account number and valid ID to transact 
business at these locations just like you were standing 
in one of our offices in Houston. 
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12/31/08 12/31/07
Loans $ 44,544,158 $ 31,965,392

Deposits $ 60,502,312 $ 58,579,226

Assets $ 69,300,077 $ 66,273,278

Financial 
       Highlights

Move My   
 Auto Loan 			 
You took the rate offered at the 
dealership and now you’re having 
financing remorse.  It happens every 
day because dealerships choose who 
gets your financing based on which 
company pays them the biggest 
profit - not on the company that 
gives you the best rate.  

So if that high-pressure, “sign here 
and drive this home today“ pitch 
got you, don’t feel bad.  It works 
on thousands of people every 
day.  But unlike many, you have an 
opportunity to bring that vehicle 
loan to BPFCU and let us see if we 
can lower your rate and lower your 
monthly payment.  That’s a win-win 
money-saving opportunity for you.  
For more information please visit the 
Loan Department at either BPFCU 
office.   
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